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End of Honor? Emotion, Gender, and Social
Change in an Indonesian Society

Birgitt Rottger-Rossler

Abstract The intention of this chapter is twofold: (1) to present a general
insight into the code of honor and shame in an Indonesian society, using the
anthropological means of a “thick description” to illustrate some of the t!qeore—
tical issues raised by Casimir and Jung in the introductory chapter to this part
and (2) to analyze the relation between social and emotional processes of
change. Two general questions are particularly relevant f_or 1ihls_ l'fist point:
What role do emotions play within the context of innovative individual acts
that initiate or process social change? How are cultural models of emotions
(and thereby emotions themselves) transformed within the context of changing

conditions in society?

I tackle these issues on the micro level with an empirical case study ill{lstrati‘ng
what can be called “change in the making.” I present a social dramé in which
individuals involved in a social conflict give up their conventional normative

behavior for emotional motives and by doing so inaugurate significant processes

of social change. This also reveals how 1approach my research methodologically.
to discover how macrostructural

T take an actor-centered approach and try . . uctural
phenomena are generated (i.e., simultaneously actwat‘e('i and modlﬁed) in 3‘??
social interactions. This demands a strong focus on m(’ilv%du:cﬂ'hfe courses aln ‘ 1‘4:;
episodes leading to a sironger emphasis on idiosyncratic, individual-psychologica

aspects and their role in social processes. o o
One way to tap the role of emotions in social mteractioni is "co1 gerfcmi
systematic observation, documentation, and analysis of ;{;r;xlple; SDC;; onf;ng;se
: > . )

- Turner, 1957, 1974; van Velsen, 1967). Althougn € !

e e agoci vent, they tend to remain latent

nomena are associated with each and every social e : Tem ;
within the normal routine interactions of daily life. making themn difficult for an

Le ik i V -n
external observer to examine. In contrast, they can be accessed more easily during
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social conflicts or other exceptional events because participation in dramatic
incidents also intensifies emotional involvement, generally making it more visible.
Moreover, emotional displays serve as a central communication medium in social
conflicts. This is why I have focused primarily on assessing cases of social conflict. I
present only one of the more than 100 major and minor social dramas that I have
been able to document during the course of my research.!

Ethnographic Context

Understgndjng the following social drama requires some ethnographic background
information, a}beit in a highly compressed form. Most of my research in Indonesia
has bee_n _carned out with the Makassar, an approximately two million strong
people hwqg along the southern coast and in the mountainous interior of the island
of Sulavesi. Whereas fishing and trade play a central role along the coast, the
economy of the highland Makassar is based on wet rice cultivation. Most Makassar
graqm? Islam. However, although the coastal regions converted to Islam at the
t}i’gllrllinmg of the 17th oeptu}'y, this religion only started to gain a weak foothold in
eM ghlands at t_he b‘?glnmng of the 20th century (Réssler 1997).

can baka§sar society 1s characterized by a strict hierarchical organization that
ef‘llle‘-yed as feudal. In precolonial times, the Makassar had formed a
Si\:eir . klnngm that controlled, at the peak of its power in the 17th century,
rigidglyogrgz;s&nf from the Philippines to North Australia. This powerful,
the Dutch mag, 138(10111 successfully resisted Dutch colonial expansion, and
beginning of thzggo 11:0 gain a foothold on Makassar territory only at the
important role iy tht' century. The old noble families continue to play an
into 2 groat vasier }s exiremely status-oriented society, which is organized
descent, with the g Okstra’ta and SUbSFTata. Social status is based on individugl
of the bilateral s stan afsmgn?d to an individual being determined on the basis
The single sociail stint[o relatives—of both matrilateral and patrilateral origins.
along the lines of raa 12 are—at least .theoreﬁcauy—separated from each other
never marry below hn endogz%mY’ with the norm being that a woman should
and gender. Thi er rank, significantly linking the two aspects of hierarchy
- 1118 also offers some explanation for the strict rule of gender

se i .. .
yolz;rg Eﬁ; zﬁzf;(:;izmgf this society. It is applied particularly rigidly 10
form socially unacce 1 Ol marriageable age to minimize the risk that they will

ptab.Ie intimate relationships. Marriages are arranged by
try to marry their daughters to men i’f
shameful : $ of this norm are considered extremely
woman’s g;ﬁfs’ iieeply affecting the reputation and honor of the respective

y. In Makassar society, as well in other Indonesian societies

B / .
ioggisttt?tref y " indauist, 2004; Collins & Bahar, 2000; Goddard, 1996), honot
amnly mplicit category that becomes visible only through acts of

im .
proper conduct that eljcj feelings of shame in the one(s) who have

higher or at least equal rank. Violation
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misbehaved and feelings of “being ashamed” in the ones affected by the respec-
tive event. Honor is viewed as a quality that is basically available to everyone
and that can be weakened or forfeited only by one’s own misbehavior. What is
significant is that individuals can show that they are “persons with no sense of
shame” in both an active and a passive way. In the former, individuals directly
violate social standards and behavioral prescriptions themselves; in the latter,
they fail to react appropriately to norm violations perpetratefl upon then} by
others—another way to display a lack of any sense of shame. It is these two 51d.es
that make the Indonesian concept of shame such a particularly effective social

control mechanism.

Case Study: Badiah’s Marriage

Dramatis Personae

The drama presented here focuses on Badiah, who was 17 yea?s old in 1?33
when the events described below took place. I have knf)yvn Bezdllzgg g:;:ﬁihz
since my first field trip to the highlands of soutl.1 Sulawesiin 198 d/_ i
was 8 years old. On my second 1-year field trip in 1?90/ 1991, dBa hla;, é o ot
household and helped look after our own two children. Badial a(two oo
her parents when she was very young, and she and her three'slbln;%;ll e sot
and a brother) were raised by relatives. When her oldest SIS&Z e meloting
married, the three younger siblings moved into her new home. s o
his schooling, her brother Mangambi had entered.a military 1c{aree B the
living in Jakarta, from where he nonetheless continued to ta‘bei axflor B o il
fate of his siblings in Sulawesi. He felt particularly requnslggl e ot them
unmarried sisters and fetched them both to Jakarta i 197 B ot ave
husbands there. However, both were very unhappy on the main

and returned to Sulawesi after only a few months. ch_er 12&2;{22’2 gﬁla;;"z"j;
along with these three siblings are Badiah’s am}t Nlclint\(vrg maternal uncles,
her cousin (mother-sister-daughter, MZD) Tath afr'l ¢ the subdistrict head.
Mawang and Majid. Two important outmdc}rs are, lrsh : various villages and
the so-called Kades (kepala desa), Who PIGSI(.ie§ ov;t(r :iei is not just the most
community leaders (kepala dusun). The presiding ™ ffice within the modern
powerful person on a subdistrict level because of 'h‘l; ioh o within the Jocal
Indonesian administration but also because of his hig Masiki (Prince

i . Karaeng
nobility. The second important outsider is the Cf’”zflt{ head (Camat ) for many
Masiki), an uncle of the Kades, who served as distric

i Makassar, Karaeng
years. Under the traditional political system.of t}}e hlghéaiimajor e otion e
Masiki would have been the ruler of the entire h}g}l:la; .mnted ke
the respect extended to this man and the pOWet ¢ is g

traditional claim to leadership.
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Badiah’s Marriage

In August. 1993, I returned to Sulawesi for another field trip. Within a few days
]c;I; nmtglzmvallg, I;net Badiah again in her cousin Tati’s house in the village of
pontole (;VC ke:l[ iah seemed changed completely; she looked dejected, miser-
: ; sick. found out that she was 4 months pregnant by Ngai, the son ofa
ra;hng faml'ly from the next village whom she had been meeting secretly for
%1}1116 e isr(l)gledu?e. iny a feW’close female relatives knew about her condition.
olde}; ne eli)z (’11"121&1 and Tati s mother Nampa as well as Mariamah (Badiah’s
e Sste avélr ) er ?unt Nuri. These women were now considering what could
mmedintdy ande;:akasltlrophe. They dec@ed to get in touch with Ngai’s mother
on ber fammb e sz e 11ere aware of tl}e situation. She should then put pressure
Howerer 3 oo gle; y ask for Badiah’s hand as quickly as possible.

cecrety arra;ged g the ore the planped announcement of this official courtship
edly from Jahonts YH © I\livomen, Badiah’s brother Mangambi turned up unexpect-
kod for o da.s le ad bqep sent on military exercises to Sulawesi and had
bim that Neqpe fai,nj 1eave to visit his family. When his older sister Mariamah told
dlear that Neai w g/ was about to propose to Badiah, Mangambi made it very
{0 2 marring bt acs:epj[able. He said he would not even think about agreeing
Wween his sister and a man with such a bad reputation who was

enerally vi .
generally viewed as a good for nothing, In any case, his plan was to take Badiah

back to Jakarta agai
) gain and marry . ;
to kill herself if her brother insirsteclll f)l;lt?ere. Badiah burst into tears and threatened

tried 1o persy : . aklr.lg her to Jakarta. The other women also
sonse n gkin;dBZcﬁinlfaribl to give up his plan. They argued that there was 10
there. Tt would b betterz}[c to Jakarta against her will; she would only be unhappy
marry Neai. Rejocting 1 0 aclcept the planned proposal because Badiah wanted to
own way Mangambig W;zou d only l.ead to a risk of her eloping in order to get her
bursting into ey 1. not very impressed by these arguments or by Badiah
elopement. He wou.ld setcc(: utnft e th.ere vas o need Lo fear a marriage 0
would simply feer L5 utior Jakarta with Badiah in 1 week, and until then they
One night Iaterpwij:illglthe l}ouse gmd guard her carcfully.

the house of a dxfstant © active assistance of her sister Mariamah, Badiah fled 10
Mangambi found oot \;}?;Sl}? In southeast Sulawesi. The next morning, when
would never have been able ¢ gd happened, he knew straight away that Badiah
athis sister Mariamah, eafimpe . 0t belp from within the family. He shouted
that by helping Badiail o lgg her a person without siri’ (honor, shame) and saying
Mariamah then explained thee she had brought dishonor upon the entire family.
quickly as possible, but th at Badiah was pregnant and needed to get married 85

) at Mangamb, despite all the hints he had been give
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him. In the meanwhile, the women decided to take the initiative: Tati and her
mother went to the village head, and asked him to act as arbitrator. He took the
women straight to see his uncle the subdistrict head (Kades), who presided in the
neighboring village where Ngai’s family lived. The Kades immediately summoned
Ngai’s family. After assuring himself that they were willing for their son to marry
Badiah and to announce a proposal, the official used the authority of his office to
act on behalf of the bride’s family, specify the size of the bride wealth, and set a data
for the marriage ceremony (nikka). Then, the village head took the two women
back to Bontolowe and the house of Badial’s sister. They announced the decision
of the subdistrict head to a still extremely aroused Mangambi and the others. No
longer able to oppose a marriage proclaimed by the highest local authority,
Mangambi calmed down, and his anger gave way o strong dejection. In the

night, Mariamah told me later, she had heard Mangambi.crying. Th.e n.ex? day,
he left the village. Badiah was fetched back and was married to Ngai within the
a few guests and no

week. The marriage ceremony was kept simple, with qnly
marriage feast. Instead of her brother Mangambi, Bafilah’s uncle Mawang, the
father of Tati and husband of Nampa, signed the marriage contract.

Interpretation

s case with the women involved, all empha-

In my sub i i f thi:
y subsequent discussions o N fah had S fivated them t0 help

sized that their compassion (pacce) with !
her; that is, to keep lir illegit(ifxlate pregnancy secrct and arrange things 510 that
the men in the family would be unable to react to this flagrant norrr}l;r'm' t‘?m:tle'
To grasp the significance of this case, it is necessary .to under.sta.nd tha‘ttt;1 etg'lslr?hev
pregnancies belong to the category of so-called siri’ lompo }Q?Ideﬂgss : ?’s Ifam}h
represent a particularly drastic violation of the honor, the siri’, of the gg; ’ age'é
Even as late as the 1970s, such an offence to family honor coulc(lionlif ‘::;S;;h the
by killing the pregnant girl—assuming she had not been raped—along

man responsible.

In general, illegitimate pregnancies are 12 iy i
almos‘zg non:xistlgr?f ;‘1;1115 is guegg) the institution of erangk 51118 ri fn;m;i;a\; ?:;}I;
translated literally, means “presenting oneself to the Imam. et l;sec; nint  eide
of marriage by elopement in which woren who }?‘{e bef(?rqulinf o name the
of marriage flee to the Imam, admit their condition vomen either to

: -2 tely marries these WO
purported father. The lmam thef lmmedl?ctlet}tllis be impossible for whatever

the father of the unborn child or—shou . - hed men willing to
reason—another man. There are always enough mpovelfe Zbl e to raise the
enter into such a marriage because they would never oe is subject to the
necessary bride wealth to marry normally- SuCh"{E}hmaxaIe has to hide from
usual norms governing marriages by clopemett e fa:;znzﬁzere’ baji’). Because
the girls family until they permit ther reggliné::;f this generaliy takes several

of the severity of the siri’ violation ins

re, and illegitimate births are



322 B. Rottger-Rossler

years. During my field research during the second half of the 1980s, such women
were still ostracized by the village community and not invited to any communal
activities or feasts despite readmission to their families.

Two questions emerge from this context: (1) What led the women in Badiah’s
family to develop such compassion for her that they were prepared to cover up what
still continues to be a major norm violation? (2) Why did Badiah not use the
traditional means of flecing to the Imam or eloping with Ngai to assert her interests?

We start with the first question. Insight into the women’s motives for support-
ing Badiah can be gained from the history leading up to the event. I present this
here in the form reported to me by Badiah’s aunt (MS) Nuri.

Poor Badiah! She was never any trouble; she was always obedient and willing to help.
Once, 2 years ago, she had a pacar [admirer, boyfriend] from Sironjong. He really
wanted to marry her, but his mother didn’t approve; she didn’t want Badiah as her
daughter-in-law. He then asked Badiah to elope with him, but Badiah refused. She did
not want to cause her family any grief. Last year, Ngai started to become interested in
her, and she liked him as well (cinna-cini ). Ngai begged his parents to ask for Badiah’s
ha.nd. But our men didn’t want to know about it. Ngai was a good for nothing, they
said, he was not capable of doing a day’s work, and so on. But what young man is nota
good for nothing before he gets married?... For months and months, I tried to
persuade my brothers to accept a proposal from Ngai’s family. But they had let their
hc?ads be turned by Mangambi’s letters and all his talk about having a rich Javanese
friend who was so keen to marry Badiah. But Badiah didn’t want to marry anybody
from Java and have to go and live in Jakarta. Why should she be forced to? I felt sorry
for her (paccengku ri Badiah). Badiah should already have been married to Ngai a year
ago, aqd .then all this wouldn’t have happened. Another thing: She hadn’t been happy
about living in her sister’s house for 3 long time either (kodi pa’mai'na).

Nuri starts by considering Badiah’
rejection of a proposed marriage by
(It is not unusual for Nuri to know abo
female relatives who are involved in s

s original irreproachability, namely, her
elopement for the sake of family honor.
ut this intention to elope. It is mostly older

uch incidents as accessories and assistants.)
When, after a time, a new prospect emerged, somebody from a thoroughly
acceptable family whom Badiah also wished to marry, the female elders in
Badiah’s family were immediately willing to support this plan. Another contrib-
utory factor was that the women, as Nuri’s words reveal, also sympathized with
Badiah’s growing desire to be independent and raise her own family. Likewise;
they could appreciate her reluctance to submit to her brother’s plans and marty
away from }_mme. The women sent out informal feelers to see if Ngai’s family
would be willing to ask for Badial’s hand. Ngai’s family confirmed that they
would, expectiqg, in turn, an assurance that their official proposal would be
accepteil. Official marriage proposals are always preceded by such informal
female “agency” to ensure 2 positive response because rejection of an official

tential bt ! always Tepresents a major loss of face for the family of 2

g} e_ntlaz}i)ngegrogm. In Badial’s case, the women acting as agents were unable
EIve the desired assurance because the men ; e minantly

Badiah’s two uncl en in the family—predo

es (mother-brother MRB) Maii rE-
: . > jid and Mawang—were not p
pared to accept Ngaias a suitor, which, in the women’s opinion, was attributable

marriage proposa
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to the influence of Badiah’s brother Mangambi. Put brieﬂy: Bad1afh’s %reiarlllctz
and subsequent flight was preceded by several rponths of mtern’al aimn; gn it]%v ‘c
over the potential marriage of Badiah and N_gal; Ir} the.worr}xleli ; osn led, it was
predominantly lack of male insight into Badiah’s situation tha 11n Nyampa o
be so intimate with Ngai that she became pregnant. For example, ,
wife of Badiah’s oldest uncle Mawang, commented:

: couple
It’s obvious that desire will eventually awaken in two peo.plf1 who hazﬁi:;egjd ne\II)er
(pacaran) for so long. If they had both bee_n rparrled stral;i .t avc;aZI’I e Jotters about
have happened. It was the men’s fault; believing Mangambt an
rich Javanese suitors.

i i he was not to blame. When
Badiah’s older married cousins also thought sd D o to live

talking to me, they stressed that Badigh had foun e v o look after
with her sister as the last unmarried girl in the house a

Mariamah’s children and home. ) ne traditional and
. i t fall back on the tr:
However, we still have to ask why Badlail (jlrlitri(e)ast——after orming pregnant—

much used means of marriage by clopeme” £ her uncles and her brother.
flight to the Tmam to assert her interests against thosc 0 T e anaered e in 0W0
1 posed this question to Badiah personally at a Jater timy ] o fashioned rle.
short phrases: “I didn’t want to; that [flight 0 the Im‘i":n srried.”
The daughter of Bara’ was also pregnant When she }glo s an inappropriate
In this statement, Badiah evaluated flight to the S components as being
move in modern times, and she rejected the at’FendanfS - ; o elebrated case
no longer appropriate feelings. She justifies this by referr g

jed with a
who also got marre
about a year before of a pregnant younsg woman h-ranking member of

: ' hi
normal marriage ceremony. Interestingly, {1 \')Vasl . esg ected Prince Karaeng
the local nobility: one of the daughters of the high. 3{) cr,thpexcepﬁonal 1y popular
Masiki and his likewise highly noble wife who W:r;sdel personalities. as persons
throughout the highlands. They were v ewed as radition while

it
ow to maintainl { iy
with a strong sense of honor who know b he modern world. This prooi

: . t in t ;
simultaneously setting the tone for condue cir daughters at a late stage of

, £ th ate stage
nent couple, of all people, had marrw;1 (;’;1; t(‘;y and discretely but with a lavish

o . ?
pregnancy with a normal nlkkad’m‘;l wnusual behavior in this m)bli, ;?;51;
i t motivated suc . jsms and constr

;?ii::%:;rt‘;zzii;/ ngutcome of various Somal:'anttaﬁg:lig;ar pobility also has
- is fami subject al ethnic

i i iki and his family were T between loca '
xhlffliciir:)?lczxaéﬁg ?ts place within the contradigtlr(;n{sndonesian state. Inhis
conventi hierarchies and the values of the mo y tive repreSentative of the
% Y:n ions otf e Comat, that i, 25 20 admmmtfg . national doctrines and
gngg;zrsli;sl ao(\):;:fr;ent Prince Masiki was bound Oz—maﬁve standards of his
directives e%en when tI;ey clash head on with thetnare directed to do all they

people. Bocause representatives of the governmen

i W able to
. 1s, Masiki was uni
can to contain or prevent siri’ conflicts on regional leve the traditional way by
react to the illegitimate pregnancy

of his daughter in
ilting her.
declaring her dead (expulsion) ot eveRt killing
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Let us leave the regi

. regional and nati

village. In the opini national sphere and

1nio: . . retur:
has been given cI:n th;1 ITifg;[lhe t"llllage inhabitants, a precerclizgg 1;6 12;211. fevel of the
others £0 Took b o est level (i.e., by or their own case
. p to in this hi | (i.e., by persons who functi
their actions b . ierarchically ori ; 1on as models for
y refe . lly oriented society). -

that the village he:adreiqriig toit. In relation to this incidegt) Others can now justify

{0 intervene in the Budia 1tlhe mgxhstrict head (Kades) Wh(;lllz Séllollld also be noted

for Badiah a diah conflict, were i : ’ e women called on

nd Nga ’ immediately pr

these two holders gfléfgegardless of what they mﬁ}g If:\? reéi io arrangoa nikka

rejected the petition b thc e were not in a position to act ¢ believed personally,

activated traditional S?; the women from Badiah’s famil ’OthElrWlse. If they had
i’ rules, this would have been equyi;;d tth us approved a1

ent to compromising

t e ig - a i i
he high-rank ng Prince Masiki w v W
siki who had set a clear, directive sign with th li
e public

marriage O is
pregn, W
g daughter. The precedent as particul I
fh ant ally pOWCI'fU

because overt OPPOS' .

ical society, a thon to those of higher rank i
honor (Sirzz ) olflgnil’lsy Sitteqlpts to do this wgﬁﬁli,gn:vccleptable in this hierarch-
relatives to rebel againsgegors' This is what made it im aluated as offending the
solution of the conflict the ruling of the Kades. The WPOSSIb,l e for Badiah’s male
“The traditional rules on Eut of their hands by referrin s I.mtlative took the
feeling dishonored” and OW to react to illegitimate pr g1 to 'hlgh?r authorities
anger (siri’—larro) on the fngt?;?:f TS Wllth -
evel accompanied

by expulsion i
or killing of .
g of the guilty persons on the action level fficiall
were officially

annulled by the ruli
; uling of
state doctrine. If Badigaﬁa the Kades, who, in turn, was complyi
i ying with national

and behavior: s male relati
al code, the ives were to have insi
: : e i i ;
of the subdistrict head ai (;Vfﬁﬂd ha.ve been in direct re‘? Siited on this emotional
us guilty of sala siri’ (i.e (; falgamSt the author
€., a false sense of honor).

To deny Badi
iah a legitima;
I t i
(tihe lggltlmacy of the mam.e marriage would have been
etrsof e the marr ;ge of the Prince’s daughte;lobt (1n1¥ to cast doubt on
.. ut also to oppose the

How did thes
C men cope .
personally with this situation? Did they find it difficult

to suppress thei
brothor Mano o ddenly forbidden feeli
LT ngambi, who h en feelings of di :
with his sister by Writing hz;l §(;ne back to Java, Iate;srlrllzggr znd anger?_ Bafhah’s
etier. Because he left the vii:’ie iy recoiqicﬂe himselt
age immediately after

failing to
enforce his will.
. ill, it i
regulation particularly 1 » 118 not clear whether he found th
e necessary emotion

how far hi ong lastin .
. ] i gand .
irrelevant dra.snc fit of anger wa difficult. This also made it impossibl
one’ question because stapj 8 staged or felt deepl s I_OOSSI e tosee
s own feeling of honor in aging anger is a comm, ply. This is in no way a7
the Makassar context w(i)tr}ll;?;:ans of derrzionstratlilng
’ even considering that

such an act ¢
an help ev
are : oke the socj
essentially four ar € socially expected feelings. In th th
. e present case, ere

“authentic:” (1) hi guments indicati
e his . 1cating th:
al red-ri at Ma o,
V;hlln%lcators of strong phl;lsn'[l eld eyes, darkened f;:;ialflbl s anger probably Wa%
valuable property (furniture ological arousal; (2) hi ’ddnd strained breathing -
» window panes, ChiCkensS)- (g;t:;lcﬁon %f siﬁniﬁcanﬂy
. 5 e fact that he was not

exient, upset by th s
s sister but also, to a major

city that hin
ged on marryi
rrying Badi
g Badiah to g wealthy gold trader; and (4) the extreme
- e X! reﬂl

End of Honor? Emotion, Gender, and Social Change in an Indonesian Society 325

tension and concentration to be seenin the body language and facial expressions of

the other persons present, granting i 0 a threatening connotation

ihet the entire scenarl
that is difficult to put into words.
onlliisse:ms t.hat Bad.ie.th’s older uncl§ Mawang had to perform some hard work
N ;notlons. Tnitially, he was h1gh1y aroused and angry, and he retired by
e orlseveral daystoa I.mt in his rice paddy. After his return, however, he
BadiahmI—I; etely calm and {r.lter'acted peacefully with everybody, including
oy .d “er otl}er uncle B/Iapd, n contrast, did not seem to need to carry out
o tha{[ therno‘uon work.” In a persona_l talk about what had happcned, he told
o e exaggerated} rfea}cnons of his nephew Mangambi to Badiah’s illegi-
ate pregnancy had initially prevented him from feeling any great anger

himself. His main task had been to calm Mangambi and make sure he did not
rectly whether the incident had made

;ti?;t 2.‘S_Saul.ting anyone. When 1 asked di
siri’ (dishonored), he answered:
good side. In the

Kades has ordered this. It also has its
adiah or banish ber. Who wants something like

I'm not allowed to be siri”. The
able to marry Badiahin

Slld days, we would have had to kill B
at? Nonetheless, T am shamed (siri . siri’) because We were u
h with a proper big feast.

the same way as her sister Mariama
specify the social contexts in

This statement reveals the cultural feeling rules that

which individuals may feel dishonored and react accordingly- Which events do and

do I}Ot have the potential to violate honor is not something that the individual can

decide on the basis of personal standards. The appropriate triggers are defined
the behaviors in the

normatively. The events described here show that some of
iggers of Giri’ are undergoing a

domain of gender relations that function as trt
adiah’s wedding, another girl in Bontolowe
over a period of about

marked change. Within 6 months of B
dupto 1997—thatis,

got married when she was pregnant, an '
the village did the same. Since then, this number

4 years—a total of six more girlsin

has grown even higher, and nowadays such incidents are 10 longer evaluated asa
great scandal. Just as Badiah drew onl the marriage of Karaeng Masiki's daughter
to justify her own decision, her example went on €0 serve as a precedent in the

village. The prince’s daughter, i turd, had most certainly been reacting to events in
the . far more cosmopolitan university circles of Jakarta and the biographical
decisions of persons with whom she had come inf or perhaps she
was only drawing on other earlier precedents within the nobility- Such case studies
cast light on the complex biographical references unfolding along social networks

that generate processes of change in society-

Discussion
tic acceptance of this sudden rejec-

hat previousiy had been
57 In my opinion. W0
with which these not

HOW can we explain the relatively undrama

tion by the highest local authorities of 2 scenario t
accepted as a critical trigger of siri’ feelings and action
ible for the apparent €ase

factors are particularly respons



326
B. Rottger-Réssler

%nconsiderable changes in the domai
is that sr’ ¢ _ : main of gender relations ar
hiorarchy anderf:lr;t irg;fnilydm aspects of norm conforrflietlgceai?%h];hseoﬁ?s;
ate defined by the appm;ﬁr; t1rectly tq gender relations. If certain social evemt1
sir reactions (in borh ae s e guthorltles as no longer being legal trigge ? ;
i’ doctting that b 0;‘10.na1 and a behavioral sense), it is recg' N Irs 1(1)r
provoked by them. An lign Ssi;[n 1viduals tc? 1o longer allow ,themfelvézet}; tbe
Dregnancy bas to bo v ence on traditional values in which an illegiti te
fir.nily honor now becomes :1111 igvz?ii;i o 'ftl' Dy draStiC.ViolitilonlllaO;
ities, repres position to i
based on 5 e?;fs‘i 1;:;::3/ ;};e local nobility, and thertel:aeyl;o;rz?t—zc};fl‘?mg et
directly here; initially theo sonor. The siri’ complex as such is l, att ri%cuon
However, #e have tc; " kfe 18 just gmodiﬁcation in the domain of n'o" h” oy
eliminated by changos s thwhen will the emotion model itself be 6:1:1 (Irfl“ g%ier&
are conceived as a constite antecedents? If the trigger factors, the an(t) 1 i; "
iriggered through the scon ufznt element of the emotion proé:ess th ecfe f’ o
tgtiVe change—at least froyar‘f 105 should also disappear or under o,m o g mig's
significant difference o & ar]r;‘ore‘lon -term perspective. It pribabiuor qllcl o
pregnant girl perceive the S‘tsu jective level if the relatives of an uy ma ?53
u?desirable, but no lon pacon as only shameful, unfortunat od
disgrace of an event tha:%.’[e_r have to fear the social e;xclusion o i’ al}d o
sanction. If the s, anclls evaluated as a flagrant norm vic;latsi raClsm:f}nd
rules to implicit behavio 1v alues of society change from expli '(tmbrflqu%nng
modifications to the cor o expectations, it is always foll . lfil i
taking place here that oeponding fecling models. It seem s i marke'd
shame (sec also, Schor cla9r;; E;be described as a gradual privaiias‘[}f " o homor/
nant girls will Certainfy on, 1990). Individual relatives of illia'?n oy e
future and react with theontlnue to feel “dishonored” and “gllllmate’}Y_Pfeg‘
quent.” However, they willcorresponding anger toward the . t?mfd “d t'he
10 longer be able to translate thesga;zglciﬁgsrin?: ltlllll(;

conventional com
this delin pensatory acts of expelli ;
quent. These action 3 pelling, declarin il
lost their legitimization T T tHiggered by incidgeri:adﬁ i Tomy kllllhng
CTtisa of siri’ lompo have

well; A : Iso wo S
et oty o e g g
e pacltons (. deh o expulion) e ecsary and i
illegal and punishable %\10 modern Indonesian criminal ISSary and legmmate
brought in siri’ cases; and (];netheless’ charges and legal aw, such actions 7%
1s comparatively mﬂ’d Withecause of their status in custoﬁoceidmgs are rarely
These changing con, dztio offenders receiving 1 to 2 ve Aty ‘aw,p umshmen%
regulation. One can almoni lead to a need for alterngtijzsfzf»;nscf; eratut).n.
emotion

o say th iti ;
me people used to find it difﬁiultiz ?‘Z?l(iillctlmns vert: Just as in the old days
up” their arousal and reall
y feel the

anger expected of th
em
Another ag » Iowadays othe .
pect that mi ts find it necessar “ : »
changes to the social fee}iéght be responsible for the egsto tone it down.
to expel or even kill g rules have become accept ¢ with which these
persons one felt close to was 1;1:;1;5 that being forced
ys a cause of greal
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suffering for those performing the culturally prescribed behaviors in such cases.

Henpe, it is conceivable that the men (who are more strongly obliged to protect
family honor than women) also view the abrupt change in the law abolishing siri’

offenses quite simply as emancipation from the compulsion to act in a way they

often perceived to be harsh. This reveals the relevance of a thesis presented by the
d that human creativity results from

historian William Reddy (1997). He propose
tion of a situation and societal

Ehe fiiscrepancy between the subjective percep
feeling rules.” He claimed that although cultural codes shape the management
of emotional experience as well as the communication of emotions they never
completely form the emotional experience itself. This discrepancy generates the
necessary tension from which the creative power to shape reality in humans
emerges: their ability to change the world in which they live and the emotional

codes that shape them (see also Rottger-Rossler, this volume, p. 165-180).

Conclusion

two indigenous emotion models are particu-

In the case study presented here,
d compassion. Siri’ appears as an

larly apparent: siri’ and pacce—honor an
extremely complex emotion model encompassing to an equal extent the aspects

of honor and disgrace, of shame and shaming. It is oriented directly toward
compliance with social conventions and norms—thus specifically promoting
social conformity. Pacce, in contrast, emerges on the performative fevel as an

?motional scheme oriented primarily toward maintaining and strengthening
interpersonal relation 1 cohesion. Compassion and

s—hence promoting social \ (
sympathy establish or also express § s and motivate acts of soli-

ocial closene
darity that may be diametrically opposed t0 the siri’ dictate of norm confor-
mity. Pacce appears as an emotion the sting out of the

al force that often takes
behavioral dictates of a strict social hierarchy, smoothing their rough edges and
softening their blow. In the conflict pres

ented here, pacce eVenl led some of the
female actors to support the deviant behavior of the _

main protagonist Badiah

by boycotting maintenance of tion and actions based on honor
by other members of her family. Itis interesting to €& that it is women who have
more strongly internalized the pacce model and the related behaV}ors of c}ees—
calating conflicts and strengthening social relations in their actual interactions,
whereas men are more committed t0 the siri’ model and thereby—for the sake
11 as the threat of social

of social conformity—the shaping of conflicts as We he threat
disintegration.® The case of Ba ¢ is prototypical in this respect.

diah’s marriag cal i .
Through this gender-speciﬁc emotionality, men and women It thl:s §ocxety seem
y complemen maintaining but also

to adopt different but mutuall tary %'oles ir}
modifying the social system. Nonetheless, turning briefly away from these
romising from the per-

gender-specific aspects, it also seems generally more P

spective of a theory of emotions to pay closer attention to sociaﬂiy binding
pathy when studying human conflicts. These

emotions such as empathy and sy

the social repuia
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emotions are crucial for acts of solidarity and often motivate behaviors that run
counter to social norms. As a result, one significant issue in future conflict
research will be to trace how far antagonistic tensions between social conformity
and social cohesion in all cases and at all times provoke processes that change not
only social structures but also their emotional codings.

Notes

! The empirical material reported in this chapter was gathered during the course of several
field trips, mostly in the years 1989, 1990-1991, 1993, and 1997.

2 Formore information on the coexistence of national law, local customary law, and religious
law in Indonesia, see, for example, von Benda-Beckmann and von Benda-Beckmann (2005);
on the concept of legal pluralism in general, see von Benda-Beckmann (1994).

* For a more detailed analysis of the siri’ and pacce model, see Réttger-Rassler (2004).
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“Beggars” and “Kings”: Emotlol}al Regu .
of S%lime Among Street Youths in a Javanese City
in Indonesia

Thomas Stodulka

. et children in
Abstract Officially, street youths are as nonexistent as stre

i i vironment and
Indonesia. Stigmatized by the media and mos{ (,),fé};e};l:og:/leiﬁment, it seems
excluded from the “Indonesian national famty degree of self-confidence

an
almost impossible for these youngsters tO.develop dyals with the (sub-)cultural
or emotional well-being on the streets. This chapter be + one million inhabitants
strategies of male street youths in a Javanese city of abou

: i treets but also to
that enable them not only to cope with their hardships on ﬂ:;:ans «q Tittle, but
create a collective identity-the “ tekyan” 1

nou lI a [](1 S (o1 ' h. Ve 11’ldepend€nﬂy .

pride in _being ables‘;?on they expericncein
Without neglecting the physical and psychologwafl S‘g;p;; the collective strategies
their numerous encounters on the city’s .St_rﬁfets_’ I d.o-cdual shame in being a society
of emotional regulation that transfom initial in lrstreet south.
dropout into a collective pride in being a tekyar,

Introduction
ve as powerful catchwords for both

ntists. With their powerful mefi;i
d category to raise money or gal

« » ser
“Street children” and “street youths” can

. ot d social scie
8 organizations an A
ocial welfare org as a politicize

i : ife
i te ; rdinary way of i

images, they are easy to activa -+ o 4 specific, €Xirao )
attention instead of being used 19 defs‘?;;gf hurrl)lans” (Adick, 1997; De Moura,

. ; ers of
and the motivations or emo‘uonlﬁ Zd street child image and ‘-’het.::g 1S\,xelfare
i universahz internati

21?9131). ;- Vcliew thgieving on the streets documented by
children and you

that

- - 2, p. 153) argued

organizations, Panter-Brick (2002, p are produced to draw
s rest upon largely
At worst they are

- in the street
. of children 12 - nate
very large estimates of the num]fy{S work. At best, these estima’

attention to the need for the agen ojess and working children.
elastic and nebulous definitions of hom
made up.
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