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World's oldest known cave painting found in Indonesia

The painting of a life-sized picture of a warty pig was made at least 45,500 years ago in
Indonesia

By Our Foreign Staff

14 January 2021 • 9:21am

Archaeologists have discovered the world's oldest known cave painting: a life-sized

picture of a wild pig that was made at least 45,500 years ago in Indonesia.

The finding described in the journal Science Advances on Wednesday provides the

earliest evidence of human settlement of the region.
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Co-author Maxime Aubert, of Australia's Griffith University, told AFP it was found on the

island of Sulawesi in 2017 by doctoral student Basran Burhan, as part of surveys the team

was carrying out with Indonesian authorities.

The Leang Tedongnge cave is located in a remote valley enclosed by sheer limestone

cliffs, about an hour's walk from the nearest road.

It is only accessible during the dry season because of flooding during the wet season - and

members of the isolated Bugis community told the team it had never before been seen by

Westerners.

Measuring 136 by 54 centimeters (53 by 21 inches) the Sulawesi warty pig was painted

using dark red ochre pigment and has a short crest of upright hair, as well as a pair of

horn-like facial warts characteristic of adult males of the species.

The Leang Tedongnge cave is located in a remote valley enclosed by sheer limestone cliffs, about an hour's walk from the

nearest road. It is only accessible during the dry season  CREDIT: ADHI AGUS OKTAVIANA /AFP 

There are two handprints above the pig's hindquarters, and it appears to be facing two

other pigs that are only partially preserved, as part of a narrative scene.
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"The pig appears to be observing a fight or social interaction between two other warty

pigs," said co-author Adam Brumm.

Humans have hunted Sulawesi warty pigs for tens of thousands of years, and they are a

key feature of the region's prehistoric artwork, particularly during the Ice Age.

Mr Aubert, a dating specialist, identified a calcite deposit that had formed on top of the

painting, then used Uranium-series isotope dating to confidently say the deposit was

45,500 years old.

This makes the painting at least that age, "but it could be much older because the dating

that we're using only dates the calcite on top of it," he explained.

"The people who made it were fully modern, they were just like us, they had all of the

capacity and the tools to do any painting that they liked," he added.

There are two handprints above the pig's hindquarters, and it appears to be facing two other pigs that are only partially

preserved, as part of a narrative scene CREDIT: ADHI AGUS OKTAVIANA /AFP

The previously oldest dated rock art painting was found by the same team in Sulawesi. It

depicted a group of part-human, part-animal figures hunting mammals, and was found to

be at least 43,900 years old.
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Cave paintings such as these also help fill in gaps about our understanding of early human

migrations.

It's known that people reached Australia 65,000 years ago, but they would probably have

had to cross the islands of Indonesia, known as "Wallacea."

This site now represents the oldest evidence of humans in Wallacea, but it's hoped further

research will help show people were in the region much earlier, which would resolve the

Australia settlement puzzle.

The team believes the artwork was made by Homo sapiens, as opposed to now extinct

human species like Denisovans, but cannot say this for certain.

To make handprints, the artists would have had to place their hands on a surface then spit

pigment over it, and the team are hoping to try to extract DNA samples from residual

saliva.

More stories

Related Topics

Asia, Indonesia

More from News

 Live Politics latest news: Ministers mull coloured
envelopes for vaccine appointments amid concerns over
missing post

14 Jan 2021, 1:47pm

 Live Coronavirus latest news: London lags behind in
England's vaccine race, new data shows

14 Jan 2021, 1:46pm

By Catherine Neilan

By Max Stephens

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/asia/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/indonesia/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fworlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia%2F&text=World%27s+oldest+known+cave+painting+found+in+Indonesia
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fworlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fworlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=World%27s+oldest+known+cave+painting+found+in+Indonesia&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fworlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/01/14/boris-johnson-news-covid-variant-lockdown-rules-school-meals/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/coronavirus-news-covid-vaccine-rollout-lockdown-review-cases/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/c/cat-neilan/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/m/max-stephens/


14/01/2021 World's oldest known cave painting found in Indonesia

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/worlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia/ 5/6

More from The Telegraph

 Live Travel latest news: Confusion reigns as testing for
arrivals delayed

14 Jan 2021, 1:46pm

It is astonishing  the Government is even contemplating
allowing Covid patients into care homes without a test

 14 Jan 2021, 1:41pm

 Live Biden urges Senate to focus on his agenda as Trump
impeached for a second time - latest news

 14 Jan 2021, 1:40pm

Ignore the self-righteous Left wingers: British politicians
were right to show Trump courtesy

 14 Jan 2021, 1:36pm

By Tom Mulvihill

ROSS CLARK

By Marcus Parekh

TOM HARRIS

Follow us on:

Back to top  

Contact us About us

Rewards Reader Prints

Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/travel-news-brazil-covid-ban-uk-corridor-quarantine-holiday/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/astonishing-government-even-contemplating-allowing-covid-patients/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/donald-trump-impeached-house-second-time-latest-news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/ignore-self-righteous-left-wingers-british-politicians-right/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/tom-mulvihill/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/ross-clark/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/ross-clark/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/m/marcus-parekh/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/tom-harris/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/tom-harris/
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rewards/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/


14/01/2021 World's oldest known cave painting found in Indonesia

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/01/14/worlds-oldest-known-cave-painting-found-indonesia/ 6/6

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2020

Guidelines Privacy

Terms and Conditions Advertising Terms

Fantasy Sport UK Voucher Codes

Betting Offers Modern Slavery

Manage Cookies

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/

